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EQ: How did Parliament’s power grow in 1532-1714? 
 

Parliament grew in importance and power over hundreds of years. 

➢ Henry VIII had broken with the Roman Catholic Church in Rome in 1534. To 

officially break with Rome, Henry VIII used Parliament to pass a law that 

gave him power over the church. This law was called the ‘Act of 

Supremacy’. It was passed by a sitting of Parliament that has since been 

called the ‘Reformation Parliament’. The Parliamentary sessions were held 

over seven years – from 1529-1536. 

➢ By passing this law (that made Henry the Head of the Church instead of the Pope), 

Parliament’s status had changed. Monarchs now used parliament to make 

changes to the country, rather than simply say what they wanted to do. 

This made Parliament more powerful. They were now a partner to the king 

in making new laws – before this, they had only been used to grant the 

king new taxes.  

➢ After the English Reformation under the Tudors, all MPs were Protestant 

members of the ‘Church of England’. Many of them believed in 

Protestantism so strongly that they were Puritan. These Protestant/Puritan 

MPs distrusted Catholics. The MPs passed laws that said that Catholics 

were now not allowed to stand as Members of Parliament (MPs).  

➢ The execution of Charles I in 1649 by MP Oliver Cromwell showed how much 

power Parliament had gained. Cromwell became Lord Protector in 

England. This period (1649-1660), when Cromwell was in power, was the 

only time England has not had a king; this has been called the Interregnum  

➢ Charles II restored the rights of the king in 1660 (the name given to this 

important event is the Restoration, because the monarch was ‘restored’ to 

power). Then, when Charles II died, James II was next in line to the throne. 

He was a Catholic, and so the Protestant people in the ruling classes of 

England did not want him on the throne. He ruled from 1685-1688. 

➢ During an event called the Glorious Revolution in 1688, James II was deposed 

(overthrown).  The English government asked Protestant prince William III 

(from the House of Orange in the Netherlands) to come and rule England 

instead of James. He was asked to rule with Mary, princess of England. 

Mary was James II’s first-born daughter.  
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➢ The English government asked William III to sign something called the ‘Bill 

of Rights’, which would limit his power, and increase Parliament’s power. 

This is a very important document in English history. Although the crown 

remained powerful, the Bill of Rights guaranteed the rights of parliament 

to make laws alongside the monarch, and officially created a 

‘constitutional monarchy’. Restrictions were placed on the monarch’s power, (e.g. 

he/she could not levy money or taxes without parliament’s consent).  

The Glorious Revolution of 1688 was therefore another important milestone in the 

increasing power of Parliament…. 

 

➢  

 

 


