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In Muslim accounts of the fall of Jerusalem the Crusaders simply turn up out of the blue and 

wreak havoc. The conquest of the city of Jerusalem in 1099 is a disastrous event recorded with 

great sadness. The Muslims then became accustomed to the Crusader presence in their midst and 

in a sense they came to expect further invasions from the West. 

The achievements of Saladin were recorded with admiration and piety (meaning ‘religious 

devotion’) by the Muslim chroniclers. Saladin spent his first decade in power fighting 

fellow Muslims in order to achieve a unified base, and engaged only sometimes in 

combat with the Franks. He came to power through his military strength. He inspired great loyalty 

amongst his advisers and soldiers, many of whom would have given their lives for him. 

Saladin spent many years stopping his Muslim rivals from getting power and he made truces 

with the Franks. He fell seriously ill in 1185-6. Soon after his recovery he summoned his allies 

from the surrounding territories and in 1187 Saladin launched a major campaign 

against the crusaders. He met the crusaders at Hattin in July 1187 and gained a 

great victory. Acre fell to Saladin five days later and by early September the 

southern coast was in Saladin’s hands (except for Tyre). He then advanced on 

Jerusalem, which surrendered on 2 October 1187.  

Ibn al-Zaki was selected after a fierce competition as the best preacher amongst many to 

proclaim the victory sermon: ‘Praise be unto God by whose aid Islam has been celebrated’.  

Jerusalem may well have been the climax to Saladin’s career but it still left the crusaders in 

possession of 350 miles of the coastline. The Third Crusade saw Acre being taken by the 

Crusaders, followed by a truce between Saladin and the Franks in 1192.  

During the course of the Third Crusade, Saladin and Richard the Lionheart negotiated 

over Jerusalem. Warm praise is showered by Muslim authors on Richard the Lionheart. 

Ibn al-Athir writes, ‘He was the man of his age in terms of his courage and endurance, and 

because of him the Muslims were tested’. Richard was shown as a worthy enemy of Saladin. 

Saladin’s wrote to Richard that:  

“Jerusalem is to us as it is to you. It is even more important for us, since it is the sight of our 

Prophet’s nocturnal journey. Do not imagine that we can waver in this regard”.  

Saladin died in March 1193. 
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