
TOP SECRET 

Undesirable Catholics No.1: 
Church Papists 
 
Church Papists are prepared to accept Elizabeth as Governor of the 
Church, but they are also conservative (they like things to stay the same). They like the 
old traditions and believe that Mass is needed for somebody to go to heaven.  

 
Warning!  
 
Probably the majority of the English people, especially in the North and Southwest of England, 
are Church Papists. They include most of the 8000 lesser clergymen (Catholic priests).  
 
Church Papists are loyal to the Queen and attend church services. They may celebrate Mass at 
home, however, or the service they attend may have the appearance of a Catholic service: 
Elizabeth’s Middle Way makes it possible for priests to keep some of the Catholic parts.  
 
Church accounts are showing that some churches have kept Catholic altars (made of stone, not 
wood) and holy water, which is against Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement. Some priests are 
continuing to say masses for the dead!  
 
Some Church Papists in the North were involved in the Northern Rebellion of 1569. This was a 
revolt against Elizabeth’s rule. The revolt failed. Elizabeth executed 400 people involved. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TOP SECRET 

Undesirable Catholics No.2: Recusants 
 
Recusants refuse to attend Church services, although some feel able to take the Oath of 
Supremacy (this oath recognises Elizabeth as Head of the Church). They believe in the 
importance of the Latin Mass. They are not prepared to compromise.  

 
Warning!  
 
It is estimated that one third of the nobility (people of ‘noble birth’, with titles like ‘Lord’ and 
‘Sir’) are recusants. Some bishops who served under Mary I are recusants, too.   
 



In the north of England, many recusant Catholics are very stubborn. In the year 1582 there 
were 1939 recusants who refused to attend Protestant services. 
 
Recusants are withdrawing from the life of the Anglican Church (the official church set up by 
Elizabeth I). Recusant priests are holding Latin Mass in the houses of recusant noblemen.  
 
The Pope has been slow to act against Elizabeth, but he has started now to encourage 
recusancy (the act of refusing to submit to Elizabeth’s authority). In 1562, the Pope stated that 
English Catholics should not attend church services.   
 
Two recusant noblemen - the Earl of Westmoreland and the Earl of Northumberland-  led the 
Northern Rebellion of 1569 – which was a revolt against Elizabeth’s rule. However, many 
other Catholics are not interested in rebellion. They seem happy to wait for Mary Queen of 
Scots to become Queen (she is next in line to the throne and a Catholic). 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

TOP SECRET 

Undesirable Catholics No.3: 
Seminary Priests  
 
Seminary priests are English Catholics who are being trained for the Catholic priesthood 
at a special college in Holland. This college was founded in 1568 by William Allen. These 
priests are being taught that it is their duty to return to England to restore Catholicism, 
even if they have to die trying. The first seminary priests arrived back in England in 1574. 

 
Warning!  
 
Seminary priests are determined to inspire the English Catholic community to risk their 
lives for their faith. Many priests are being protected by recusant nobles. Some people 
see them as heroes and think these priests are the only reason that Catholicism is still 
surviving. 438 seminary priests have returned to England in total.  
 
Our spies, however, say that because they are arriving in Dover, and are hanging out in 
the south-east England, they are not being as successful as they could be because there 
are few Catholics in this area. Few priests have made it to the North where there are 
more die-hard Catholics.  
 
98 seminary priests have already been put to death. 

 


