
  

Today's enquiry question:  

Why were people unhappy with the 
‘Condition of England’ in 1812? 

  

TASK 1:  
  

Create a mind-map about what England’s political, economic and social situation was 
like in 1812, using the information below. 
  

 
  
   

Information to add to your mind-map: 
 In this year, Lord Liverpool became Prime Minister, after the previous Prime Minister, 

Spencer Perceval, was murdered 

 Britain was at war with France. France was ruled by the emperor Napoleon, who was 
feared by many people in England because he was a great military leader 

 Napoleon had tried to blockade England, meaning that he tried to stop goods like wheat 
from reaching England. This drove up bread prices because the English relied on English 
wheat (rather than foreign wheat) to make bread. Because English wheat was in high 
demand, English landowners could charge a lot of money for it. People had to spend 
more of their income on bread, meaning less money was left for other things like buying 
clothes or shoes for example. 

 The Prince Regent, a deeply unpopular king due to his expensive lifestyle, was ruling on 
behalf of his father, George III (who had gone mad). 

 The working and middle classes could not vote and there was a very high rate of 
poverty. Working and living conditions in the industrial cities were often horrific. 

 At this time there was no police force to keep control of local communities, and so the 
government relied on the army if there was trouble, or magistrates in local areas. 

 



TASK 2: Complete this fact-file using the help and advice of those around you 
  

 

  
 
  
 
 

TASK 3: Match up each description to a piece of the painting 

William Hogarth’s ‘Chairing the Member’ (1755) 
 
1. Leading the procession is a blind fiddler.  
2. The procession has come to a halt as a bear with a monkey on its 
back has stopped to examine the contents of a rubbish bin 
3. A fight has broken out between a one-legged sailor and his enemy. 
The enemy’s club has accidentally struck one of the chair carriers, causing 
the politician to topple into the stream. 
4. Riotous followers of the politician follow in the background. 
5. The losing politician occupies the house to the left. Servants bring 
him food and drink to soothe his wounds.  
6. In the uppermost window a lawyer is working. He is probably busy 
preparing to challenge the recent election result… 


