
When was Bristol connected to slavery? 
 

TASK: Use the information here on a ‘Walking Tour of the Bristol Slave Trade’ to 

record information in each box about how the places on your map were involved in 

slavery. 
 

“For more than 100 years, Bristol was a key port in the triangular slave trade. This walk traces the 

startling extent of Bristol's involvement in the slave trade. Start on Redcliffe Hill and go to the 

Quakers' Burial Ground, which is now a small park. Several Bristol Quaker families were heavily 

involved in the slave trade, including the Frys, of the chocolate dynasty, and the Lloyds and the 

Barclays. By the 1760s, though, the Quakers were the first religious organisation to oppose the slave 

trade. 

Head across Queen’s square and take the far left-hand exit. The modern building by the roundabout 

is the site of the old Merchant Venturers' House. The venturers were a powerful organisation in the 

18th century who ensured Bristol had its share of the African trade. They defended the trade, 

arguing the city's prosperity depended upon it. 

Cross Colston Avenue to reach Lewin's Mead Sugar House. Recently converted in to a Hotel Du Vin, 

this Grade II listed building was once a sugar refinery that processed the raw cane sugar that was  

brought to Bristol from the Americas. In the 17th century sugar was a luxury item but in the late 

18th century it was enjoyed by an increasing number of people to sweeten tea and cocoa (to make 

chocolate). By 1760, the city had about 20 sugar houses like this one. Many sugar merchants went 

on to own large estates in and around Bristol, like the Pope family. 

Proceed left under St Bartholomew's Arch to reach Colston Square, where, marooned by traffic, is a 

statue of Edward Colston, which idealises him as a "virtuous and wise son" of Bristol. He looks 

preoccupied, as well he might: like many slavers, his conscience began to pinch as he aged, and he 

was a generous benefactor (meaning a person who gives money to charity), giving money to many 

educational institutions, poorhouses (called ‘almshouses’) and hospitals. 

Follow Colston Avenue as it bears right uphill to become Park Street. Halfway up, follow a sign on 

Great George Street for the beautifully restored Georgian House. This is the former home of John 

Pinney, who earned his fortune from his sugar plantations on Nevis (an island in the Caribbean). 

There’s a cold water plunge bath in the cellar, and an opulent breakfast table, set as if Pinney had 

just left to check on the progress of his ships. A display on the second floor outlines Pinney's views 

on the trade: ‘It's as impossible for a man to make sugar without slaves, without the assistance of 

Negroes, as to make bricks without straw.’ 

Finish with a coffee from Boston Tea Party – where the coffee comes from ethical sources.” 

 


