
What was the most significant turning point of World War II? 

The D-Day Landings 

 

 

 

 

Background: In 1939-1941, the war went well for the Germans. They had 

occupied Austria, Poland, France, Norway, Czechoslovakia, Greece and more. 

However, they had been stopped in the west by Britain in 1940, and were not 

doing so well in Russia in the east. The tide had started to turn against the 

Germans. The USA had entered the war. US, Canadian and British soldiers 

prepared to retake France… 

 

Saving Private Ryan: Film interpretation of D-Day 

Music and sound – What type of music? Is 

it sad, happy, lively, dreary? How does it 

make you feel? Does it change? How? 

Characters – what are they like? Are they 

noble, happy, sad, determined, weak, 

carefree, stressed? 

Lighting – is it bright, dark, shadowy, 

clear? Does it change? How? 

Dialogue – what are the characters talking 

about? 

Action – what is happening? What are the 

characters doing? What is happening 

around them? 

Can you think of 3-5 words to sum up 

what Spielberg wants us to think about D-

Day in this clip? 

 

  

Today I will practise:  

 Evidence skills: comparing information from sources, finding areas of 
agreement and disagreement 

 Explanation skills: identifying causes and placing them into a hierarchy 



Extract of the war diary of Arnold Lukey 

We embarked at West India Docks in London on a 10,000 ton Liberty ship, one 

of many anchored in the Thames estuary.  Next day we wet sail for the Isle of 

Wight.  Off Dover we were spotted by the German coastal funs at Cap Gris-nez.  

The first shot hit the 10,000 Liberty ship immediately behind us.  They must 

have hit the ammunition on the ship because it blew-up and sank straight 

away.  The escort warships put up a smoke screen at once and we got away 

without further loss.  Anchored off the Isle of Wight over-night.  Set sail for 

Normandy in the early morning.  The Channel was full of shipping and 

numerous planes were flying overhead.  As we got closer we saw many 

warships, battleships, cruisers, destroyers, rocket launching boats, etc, all firing 

shell after shell into Normandy.  A few miles off shore, out boat dropped 

anchor.  Scrambling nets were put over the sides down to the landing graft 

waiting at the ship’s sides.  We climbed down the nets, in full kit, and into the 

landing craft below. 

Whenever you see films of landings being made on beaches, the ramps always 

go down on to the sand and no one seems to get their feet wet.  We did not do 

that.  The landing craft stopped a fair way from the beach.  The Commanding 

Officer of the 1st Gordons wanted to be the first to land, so he jumped a little 

early and landed in five feet of water .  One man was drowned.  Managed to 

get on dry land near Courseulles without too much trouble.  Not much small 

arms fire, but sporadic shelling and some attacks by aircraft.  Got about four 

miles inland to Banville for the night and our clothes were gradually drying out.   

 

Subheading: How significant were the D-Day landings? 

Question 1: What were the similarities between the diary and the film? 

The film and the diary showed many similarities, such as 

Question 2: Why were there differences between the diary and the film? 

The film and the diary were different in some places, for example… 

Question 3: Which account is most useful to tell us about D-Day? Why? 

I think that the diary/film is more useful because… 



Why did Spielberg make this film?  What was the point of it?  

 To tell the truth about what happened 

 To tell the story of real individuals 

 To prevent future wars 

 To commemorate the people who died in WW2 

 To criticise the people who made the war happen 

 To entertain people who go to the cinema 

 To make money 

 To show that people are still sad and angry about what happened 

 To make people appreciate their lives now 

 To celebrate the success of D-day 

The D-Day Landings: Further information 

• The Normandy landings were the beginning of Operation Overlord -  the invasion 

of German-occupied Europe. Originally planned to take place on 1 May 1944, the 

operation was postponed by a month to allow time to gather more troops and 

equipment. The timing was important to allow for the right weather, a full moon, 

and tidal conditions.  

• To keep the destination of the landings secret, a deception plan called ‘Operation 

Fortitude’ was mounted which led the Germans to believe the main target was 

the Pas de Calais, much farther east.  

• When the landings finally began there were only 14 of the 58 German divisions in 

France facing the Allies. While there was stiff resistance at other beaches, Omaha 

was the only one where the success of the Allied mission was in serious doubt.  

• The invasion of Normandy was the largest amphibious assault ever launched. It 

involved five army divisions in the initial assault and over 7,000 ships. In addition 

there were 11,000 aircraft.  

• In total 75,215 British and Canadian troops and 57,500 US troops were landed by 

sea on D-Day. Another 23,400 were landed by air.  

• By 11 June the Allies had secured the Cotentin Peninsula beyond Cherbourg but 

progress continued slowly as the Germans put up fierce resistance.  

• Although the Allies had reached the German frontier by September 1944, they 

decided to re-group during the winter, after a setback during the ‘Battle of the 

Bulge’. The invasion of Germany only began in January 1945.   



Causes of success: The D-Day Landings 

Practice – the British and Americans (“The Allies”) had carried out amphibious 

landings several times before, such as in Italy in 1943. This allowed them to 

practise their tactics for a successful landing. 

Air superiority – the Allies had thousands more fighter planes and bombers than 

the German defenders which meant they controlled the skies. 

Operation Fortitude – The Allies created a fake army, including wooden tanks! 

They pretended that this would attack from Dover to Calais, which distracted 

German attention from the real landing grounds in Normandy. 

Luck – the weather was good, allowing the Allies to land more easily. The good 

weather coincided with a full moon, allowing them to navigate more easily. 

Organisation – the British and Americans had a combined battle plan, with the 

British attacking three beaches (Gold, Sword and Juno) and the Americans two 

beaches (Omaha and Utah).  

Behind enemy lines – Allied special forces such as the SAS and SBS, along with 

members of the French Resistance, sabotaged German railway lines and 

communications, preventing them from reacting quickly 

Surprise – the Germans were not expecting the allies to attack for another 

month and so many were on leave or training. Rommel, the German 

commander, was on holiday with his wife! 

 
P: The most important reason for the success of D-Day was… 
E: The evidence shows… It is more important than X because… 
E: Therefore, the most important reason for success was… 

 


