
YEAR 9 REVISION TASK: Revise explanation questions ahead of the exam, by creating 

detailed mind-maps, where you will present the main reasons why three important events 

(that took place in the 19th and 20th centuries) took place. Do as much as you can in the 

lesson– then do some more at home, if you want to ‘ace’ the exam. 

 Each mind-map should focus on three main ‘branches’ which provide the three main ‘big points’ 

that would structure your answer to each question. 

 Add supporting detail to each branch/big-point, using key terms, dates and names. You can get this 

information from the information below, from your exercise books, AND from your homework 

sheet. Only THEN add extra detail from the internet, your textbook, or the ‘Year 9 Booklet’ on 

Google Classroom. 

 

 

TITLE: Why did women get the vote in 1918? 

Your three main causes could be:  

 Educated women starting to challenge sexist attitudes 

 The efforts of the Suffragettes and Suffragists. 
 Women’s contribution to the war effort in World War I 

 

Use the information here as a starting point only, then refer back to notes made in your exercise books.  

In the nineteenth century (1800-1900), women were seen to be inferior. A huge change came about in 

February 1918, when The Representation of People Act became law. From that point on women over 30, 

who were occupiers of property or married to occupiers, were entitled to vote.  

From the turn of the nineteenth century, political parties such as the Liberals and Labour favoured 

extending the franchise to sections of the population that were excluded at the time. Women were one 

such section. Before the war started the issue had been debated in Parliament and there was growing 

support for granting women the vote. The growing women’s movement also campaigned for the right to 

divorce a husband, the right to education, and the right to have a job such as a doctor. Many women, 

however, saw the vote as the vital achievement that would give them a say in the laws affecting their lives. 

A great deal of credit also belongs to the women's Suffrage Movement. In the years leading up to World 

War I, the actions and campaigns of the suffragists and suffragettes had done much to highlight the 

political injustice women endured. The National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies - the Suffragists - was 

formed in 1897 and led by Millicent Fawcett. The group was made up of mainly middle-class women and 

campaigned peacefully. The organisation built up supporters in Parliament, but private members' bills to 

give women the vote all failed. 

The Women's Social and Political Union - the Suffragettes - was formed in 1903 and led by Emmeline 

Pankhurst. Although this group was also middle class, it heckled politicians, held marches, members 

chained themselves to railings, attacked policemen, broke windows, slashed paintings, set fire to buildings, 

threw bombs and went on hunger strike when they were sent to prison. One suffragette, Emily Davison, ran 

out in front of the king's horse during the Derby of 1913 and was killed. 

One cannot forget the remarkable success of the thousands of women who entered the workplace to do the 

jobs usually done by men won them considerable respect and admiration. Commonly referred to as the 



'weaker sex', women had proved themselves during the war to be every bit the equal of men. As men left 

their jobs and went overseas to fight in the war, suffragist and suffragette leaders volunteered their 

members to take their place. At first, the government met their offer with patronising remarks. But by 

1915, as the war forced Britain to recruit more and more soldiers, the women's willingness to volunteer 

could no longer be ignored. Hundreds of thousands of women were employed in industries key to the war 

effort, such as munitions factories and weapons manufacturers. Many more women worked as conductors 

on the buses and trams, as labourers on farms, in hospitals as nurses and in offices as secretaries and 

assistants. With the majority of young men enlisted in the army, the role these women played was crucial 

not only to the war effort but also to the running of the country. Even during the worst of the war, the 

buses still ran and the mail was delivered. 

In summary, women's experiences during the war raised their self-image and sense of individual identity. In 

addition to that, many served with such distinction, in the medical services particularly, that their political 

cause gained credibility as a result. 

 

TITLE: What were the causes of World War I? 

Your three main causes could be:  

 Empire and Colonial Rivalry 

 The Alliance System and Arms Race 

 The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

 

Use the information here as a starting point only, then refer back to notes made in your exercise books.  

In 1882, Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy formed the Triple Alliance. This alarmed, France, Britain and 
Russia. By 1907, they had all joined the Triple Entente. Europe was divided into two armed camps, to help 
each other if there was a war. 
 
Germany surrounded herself with allies, because of her position in the middle of Europe, surrounded by 
potential enemies. France of course then did exactly the same. France feared more attacks from a united 
and strong Germany (they had already taken Alsace-Lorraine in 1871), so built up its forces on its borders 
and looked for friends. At the time, many thought that as long as the two alliances were equal in strength, 
they would not risk attacking each other, and so peace would be kept.  
 
But suspicion between the two alliances grew. The Germans were so certain that they were being 
surrounded by Russia and France, ready for attack,that in 1905 German army generals drew up the 
‘Schlieffen Plan’. They planned to attack and defeat France quickly, by going through neutral Belgium, 
avoiding France’s defences. They would then turn and fight the Russians who, the Germans believed, would 
take time getting their army ready to fight.  
 
The keyword Imperialism means the desire to conquer colonies, especially in Africa. This brought the 
powers into conflict - Germany wanted an empire. France and Britain already had empires. Imperialism was 
driven by Nationalism: the belief that your country is better than others. This made nations assertive and 
aggressive and increased the desire for empires in order to gain status and prestige, increase trade and 
gain valuable natural resources: a French politician once said ‘to be a great nation you must colonise’.  
 
In 1800, France and Britain both had large empires and these continued to grow. European traders grew 
rich on the profits from the European slave trade. In the 1870s, Italy and Germany became united countries 



for the first time; they too wanted overseas empires – so competition between European powers grew more 
intense. There was a scramble for territory, especially in Africa. Therefore, colonial rivalry led to an 
intensification of the arms race. Battleships and soldiers were needed to invade and conquer the African 
countries, and then to protect them from colonial rivals.  
The competition for colonies caused several disputes: for example, in 1906 and 1911, Germany and France 
quarrelled about Morocco. They came very close to war.  France and Britain nearly came to war over their 
rivalry in the Sudan in 1898. Colonial rivalry therefore led indirectly to the formation and strengthening of 
alliances. Italy turned to Germany and Austria when she lost Tunis to France in 1881. Russia, Britain and 
France could become firm friends after 1907 partly because of aggressive attitude of Germany in both the 
first and the second Moroccan crises.  
 
The keyword Militarism is the attempt to build up a strong army and navy gave nations the means and will 
to make war. Germany was very keen to become an ‘imperial power’ (a country whose power was based 
upon its empire). In order to do this, it was building up its navy very rapidly in order to have its ‘place in the 
sun’. Wilhelm passed two Naval laws in 1898 and 1900 in order to increase the number of warships.  
In 1900, Britain’s navy was still by far the largest in the world. It had to be, to protect the huge British 
empire (that ruled about a quarter of the world). But Britain was beginning to realise that it did not have 
enough resources to protect its empire: they were especially worried about the growing size of the German 
navy.  
 
The British were determined that their navy should remain the largest. Soon a race to build new battleships 
developed between Germany and Britain. In 1906, Britain launched HMS Dreadnought, (meaning, literally 
‘fear nothing’) a new type of battleship which was stronger and faster than any ship built before.  Soon 
Germany began to build ‘Dreadnoughts’ as well, and the race became faster. By 1914, Britain had 
completed 19 dreadnoughts to Germany’s 13.  
 
The trigger that caused the war was the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. It took place in 
Sarajevo. The city of Sarajevo was in Bosnia, the province that - to Serbia's anger - had been annexed by 
Austria-Hungary in 1908. Princip was a Nationalist and was a member of two Nationalist organisations – 
the Black Hand and Young Bosnia. He thought Austria-Hungry was unfairly occupying Serbia.  Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand was heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. He was inspecting the army in Sarajevo with his 
wife Sophie. Seven young Bosnian Serbs planned to assassinate Franz Ferdinand as he drove along the main 
road in Sarajevo, the Appel Quay. Princip shot and killed both Ferdinand and his wife, Sophie.  
 
In response, Austria-Hungary attacked Serbia, and Russia backed up Serbia, mobilising for war against 
Austria-Hungary. Germany and Italy backed up Austria-Hungary, and Britain and France backed up Russia… 
 
 

TITLE: Why did the Schlieffen Plan fail? 

Your three main causes could be:  

 German Mistakes (including overstretching themselves) 

 Enemy Resistance 

 New Technology 

 

Use the information here as a starting point only, then refer back to notes made in your exercise books.  

Count Alfred von Schlieffen drew up the Schlieffen Plan in 1905 when he was German Chief of Staff.  In a 

European war, Germany would face France in the west and Russia in the east, and would need to defeat 



France within six weeks before Russia mobilised her troops. As most of the French army was stationed on 

the border with Germany, the Schlieffen Plan aimed for the quick defeat of France by invading it through 

neutral Belgium and moving rapidly on to capture Paris. The Germans did not believe that Britain would go 

to war, based on their 1839 treaty with Belgium, which they described as a 'scrap of paper'. Even if Britain 

did defend Belgium, the Kaiser believed that there was no need to fear the British Expeditionary Force, 

which he called a 'contemptible little army'. Having defeated France, Germany could concentrate her efforts 

on defeating the Russians in the east rather than having to fight on two fronts at once. 

The Germans were not expecting any resistance from Belgium, but the Belgian army fought bravely and 

managed to delay the German advance. Members of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) arrived to help, 

and the Germans were held up at Mons. The Belgians later prevented the Germans from taking the French 

channel ports by flooding much of their land. The Germans hadn’t forseen this – much of their planning was 

based on guesswork. 

Britain declared war on Germany in response to the invasion of Belgium. Although the BEF consisted of only 

125, 000 men, they were well trained and equipped, and ready for action within less than one week. The 

Germans had severely underestimated their strength.  Having helped the Belgians hold the Germans up at 

Mons, the BEF then supported the French on the River Marne and prevent the Germans from reaching 

Paris.  Losses were heavy and by December 1914 more than half of the original BEF were dead. 

France responded quickly to the German attack by launching an invasion of Alsace and Lorraine, but this 

failed. Then they switched troops to the defence of Paris in a desperate attempt to hold the Germans up, 

which involved transporting troops to the front line in fleets of taxis. This provided more effective resistance 

than the Germans expected. The Battle at the Marne was a turning-point; with the help of the remaining 

members of the BEF the German advance was not only halted but the Germans were also pushed back 

about 35 miles. The British and French then moved to secure the Channel ports. 

Russia mobilised more quickly than expected, so the Germans had to divide their force to fight on both 

Eastern and Western Fronts. Within 10 days the Russians had invaded Germany, which meant that the 

Germans had to switch troops away from Western Europe to hold up the Russian invasion. This meant that 

the Germans were forced to overstretch themselves. 

Von Schlieffen had thought that swords and cavalry would be useful, but the attacking Germans were shot 

to pieces by French, British and Belgian use of machine guns and heavy artillery. The use of rifles, artillery 

and machine guns meant no one could go forward – this meant both sides had to dig in. From now until 

1918, neither side would advance more than 10 miles forward or backwards from the positions they now 

held. The Germans were forced to cover huge distances very quickly, meaning their troops tired very 

quickly.  German forces became too spread out to deliver a decisive blow on France. 

 

 

 

 


