
Case studies: women accused of witchcraft in the seventeenth century 

 

 

Anne West An elderly women who lived in Rivenhall in Essex. The mother of 

Rebecca West. John Cutler blamed Anne West for the death of his 

child. Thomas Hart, also blamed her for the death of his sow 

(female pig). She was first acquitted and then found guilty. She 

was also accused of witchcraft by Elizabeth Clarke after being 

interviewed by Matthew Hopkins. She was found guilty and 

executed in Chelmsford, Essex. 

Rebecca 

West 

Daughter of Anne West, in her late teens. She was accused of 

witchcraft as her mother had been accused of witchcraft. She was 

interrogated by Matthew Hopkins, and was tried and executed in 

Chelmsford. She confessed to agreeing to join a group of witches 

after impes in the shape of dogs had helped the other witches. 

Elizabeth 

Clarke 

Accused of convening with witches in Manningtree, Essex. 

Matthew Hopkins had investigated her and was chased by a bear 

like spirit from her house. She was interrogated and confessed to 

making a pact with Satan and having impes. She confessed and 

was executed in Chelmsford. Her confession implicated the Wests. 

Margaret 

Moone 

An elderly woman from Thorpe-Le-Soken in Essex. She was poor 

and was forced out of her home by her landlord. She was accused 

of sending an army of lice to attack her landlord’s family. She was 

also accused by Henry Cornwall a yeoman of selling to him apples 

which made ‘an extreme shaking and pain in all parts of his body’. 

She confessed to having 12 impes under interrogation by 

Matthew Hopkins and was executed.  

Goodwife 

Kendall 

A middle aged lady who lived in Cambridge. She was accused by 

locals for no real reason. She first confessed to John Stearne that 

she had been flown over the steeple of the church of Little 

Shelford by the devil in the form of a pig. She later denied the 

charges. She was executed on Jesus Green. 


