
Why did Cromwell’s New Model Army win the Civil War? 

• At the start of the civil war, the King’s armies were much better equipped. It 

took a while for Parliament to gather money through tax. After this got 

going, Parliament’s New Model Army made huge improvements. There 

were only four major battles during the Civil War: 

• 1642 Edgehill (near Birmingham). Indecisive, but the King came out on top. 

• 1644 Marston Moor (Yorkshire). Parliament won. 

• 1645 Naseby (Northamptonshire) Cromwell’s New Model Army (for 

Parliament) won.   

• 1648 Preston (North West of England).  Cromwell’s armies defeated the 

Royalists.  This was the last major battle before Charles I was executed.   

 

 

TASK: Answer these questions in full sentences. There are 14 possible marks. 

Subheading: The Battle of Edgehill 

1. When, where and why was the battle held? (3 marks). 

2. Give two reasons why the king’s army won. (2 marks). 

3. How does Sources C disagree with Source B about the outcome of the 

battle? WHY do they disagree? (What is the PURPOSE of Source C?) (2 marks). 

Subheading: The Battle of Marston Moor 

4. Which city was being besieged in 1644 by Parliamentarians? (1 mark). 

5. Who did Charles send a letter to in order to help this city? (1 mark). 

6. How did Prince Rupert avoid battle with the Parliamentary army under 

Oliver Cromwell? (1 mark). 

7. Prince Rupert then decided to risk battle with the Parliamentarians on 2 

July, 1644. Give two reasons why the Royalists lost this battle. (2 marks). 

8. What can you learn about Cromwell’s military leadership in Source D? (Use 

a quote to support your answer). (2 marks). 

 

 



Section 1: The Battle of Edgehill 

The first major battle of the English Civil War was also the biggest.  

On 23 October, 1642, the two armies met at 

Edgehill, in Warwickshire. The King was 

marching towards London and Parliament 

wanted to stop him from reaching London 

and taking it over. 

Charles gathered his army at the top of a 

steep hill. His position gave him a 

commanding view of Parliament’s force – 

effectively letting the Royalists know what 

Essex was doing. Essex chose not to attack 

the king – an indication of just how well 

positioned the Royalists were. 

Both sides had about 14,000 men. The fighting began in the afternoon and 

went on until dark. Historians give differing figures for the numbers killed in 

the battle, but it was at least 1,500. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOURCE B: A royalist account of the battle at Edgehill 

“We gave fire with our cannon and charged them with both wings of our horse. Upon our 

approach they [Parliament’s army] gave fire with their cannon but finding that they did 

not frighten the King’s horse, they all began to run away and we followed them for 4 

miles together. The left wing did the same. A great many of them saved their lives by 

calling out For God and King Charles. Night had made them sound the retreat, and the 

King was master of the field.” 

SOURCE C: Part of Parliament’s official account of the battle at Edgehill, published and 

sent out to Parliament supporters. 

“This only will we say, some of both sides did extremely well, and others did as ill, and 

deserve to be hanged. But God alone is to be praised, who fought with us, and for us, and 

gave the Victory unto his Servants. The King’s Foot are either slain, or most of them run 

away.” 

 

SOURCE A: An account by Edmund 

Ludlow, who fought in Parliament’s 

Army. 

“We charged them with some loss from 

their pikemen though very little from 

their men with muskets; and not being 

able to break them. We had retreated to 

our former station when a body of horse 

appeared advancing towards us. We 

fired at them only wounding one man 

through the hand.” 

 



Section 2: The Battle of Marston Moor 

This battle began in 1644. Parliamentary armies were besieging [attacking] one 

of the King’s strongholds – the city of York. On 14 June, Charles I sent a letter 

to his nephew, Prince Rupert, the commander of the main Royalist army, 

asking him to help York.  

Prince Rupert marched his army into Yorkshire, approaching from the West. 

When the Parliamentary leaders, Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell, heard 

that Rupert was on his way, they moved their armies to Marston Moor, four 

miles to the West of York. They wanted to bar Rupert’s way to York. If Rupert 

wanted to defend York, he would have to defeat the Parliamentarians first. 

However, Rupert surprised them by taking his army on a 22 mile forced march 

on a roundabout route, crossing three rivers, before circling round to make 

camp just North of York, between the Parliamentarians and the city. He had 

ended the siege without having to fight the battle.   

He decided to then fight the Parliamentarians rather than return home, even 

though he was vastly outnumbered. This was because he thought the King had 

asked him to defeat the Parliamentarians as well as defend York.  

The Battle 

At four o’clock in the morning on 2 July, Prince Rupert surprised the 

Parliamentarians by marching his army onto Marston Moor. He could have 

attacked the Parliamentary armies before they were ready, but he waited for 

the Marquis of Newcastle and his Royalist troops to come out of York. They 

were exhausted from their ten-week siege. They took their time and did not 

arrive until late afternoon. By then, the Parliamentary army was ready and any 

chance of a surprise attack was gone. 

Rupert had a ditch dug and lined it with musketeers. Just behind them he had 

his cavalry on the flanks (meaning ‘wings’) and his footsoldiers in the middle. 

At seven o’clock the battle started, and it was over just two hours later. The 

Parliamentary army at the front and on the left flank was charged by a Royalist 

cavalry charge, which was routed (meaning, the charge failed and the cavalry 

retreated back to their own lines). Fairfax, on the right flank, was having 

trouble, and was being driven back by the Royalist cavalry. However, 



Cromwell’s cavalry reformed and came to Fairfax’s help. This was excellent 

teamwork. 

Cromwell emerged as the most powerful Parliamentary leader. From his 

position of strength, he was able to recruit and train a brand new army, called 

the New Model Army. This army was highly disciplined and determined. After 

Marston Moor, the Royalists never again looked as if they could win the war, 

although it took another 4 more years for Charles’ supporters to be decisively 

defeated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source D: Written by a Parliamentary officer, 1644 

“Cromwell’s own division had a hard pull of it, for they were charged by Rupert’s best men in 

front and on the flank. They stood at the sword’s point a pretty while, but at last (it so pleased 

God) Cromwell broke through them, scattering them like dust. Cromwell’s men came down in 

the bravest order.” 

Challenge: do some research on ‘pikes’ and ‘muskets’. Draw and label each weapon. 


