
 
 

 

 

 

(1) Charles II’s Reign (1660-1685) 

(2) Victorian Age 

(1837-1901) 

(3) 1930s and 1940s 

(including World War II 

(1939-1945) 

(4) 1970s to 2000 

Charles II was the son of Charles I.  He became king in 1660, after Cromwell had 

died.  Many people had never liked the idea of killing Charles I, and were glad to 

see the return of a true king.  False rumours went round that when Charles II was 

only two years old, Cromwell had punched him! 

Why do people disagree about how Oliver Cromwell should be remembered? 

The Victorians were very proud of their great 

Queen Victoria, and Britain’s magnificent 

Empire.  However, they were also very proud 

of their Parliament, which they believed was 

the greatest in the world.  Some people 

believed in democracy, and were keen to see 

the power of the people grow.  In 1845, 

Cromwell’s private letters had been 

published.  These put an end to many of the 

false rumours about Cromwell which had 

been popular since his death.  Many middle 

class Victorians were Protestants.  Many 

Victorians were also prejudiced against 

Catholics, and suspicious of them.  They were 

keen for England to rule over Ireland.   

People in the 1930s and 1940s were very 

patriotic (they loved their country) and 

loved the royal family, who were heroes 

during World War II. They valued strong 

military leadership, and Prime Minister 

Churchill was a national hero for bold 

leadership.  However, they also hated Hitler, 

ruler of Germany, who Britain fought 

against. They believed Hitler was an evil 

man who used the army to gain power for 

himself and to crush his opponents.  In his 

rise to power, Hitler had first taken control 

of the German parliament, and then ruled 

without it.  He murdered his enemies and 

told people what to do and think.   

Most people believed that democracy is important, and that the people and Parliament should rule, not the 

monarchy.  However, many people are very patriotic and still believed that Britain should have a monarch, 

with limited powers.  Religion is still important to many people, and Catholics and Protestants still celebrate 

different traditions.  In Northern Ireland, divisions between Catholics and Protestants could be very violent: 

Protestants wanted to be part of England, Catholics wanted to be separate from England.  Generally, people 

increasingly believe that you should be allowed to follow your own religion, not be told what to believe. 

British people were still proud of the armed forces (memories of World War Two were still strong).  


