
How and why have people disagreed about how to remember Oliver 

Cromwell? 

 

 

 

 

Background: Oliver Cromwell was a very complicated man.  

He did many contradictory things.  So, people disagree about 

how we should remember him.  Looking back at him years 

later, some people think he was a great hero. For others, he 

was a murderer.  People have argued about him for hundreds 

of years, long after his death.   

Opinions of Cromwell have changed over time.  Often, 

people’s own beliefs, or things which happen in their own 

lives years after Cromwell died, have affected what they think about what 

Cromwell did…Historians call these different opinions about people in the past 

“interpretations.”  It is your challenge to work out why people disagree about 

Cromwell.   

 

Short Biography of Oliver Cromwell (b.1599-d.1658). 

Cromwell was a strong Puritan and supported church reform.  He believed in 

Parliamentary government. He objected to royal “tyranny” (ruthless, unfair 

rule).   

Cromwell was a Roundhead cavalry leader in the Civil War, who supported the 

Parliamentarians against the Royalists.  After the success of the 

Parliamentarians at Marston Moor, in 1645 he led the Parliamentarian New 

Model Army to an important victory at Naseby. In 1648-50, Cromwell’s armies 

put down fighting in Wales, Scotland, Yorkshire & Ireland.  Cromwell also 

crushed opposition by “Levellers” (people who wanted equal rights) within the 

army.   

In summer 1649, Cromwell’s armies massacred Irish Catholic soldiers and 

civilians at Drogheda and Wexford in Ireland.  In 1649, Cromwell was one of 59 

Today I will practise:  

 How to identify and describe an historical interpretation 

 Giving to suggest why an interpretation has been created that way 



people who signed Charles I’s death warrant.  Charles was executed. Cromwell 

refused the title of King in 1651 and 1657. 

During Cromwell’s rule, for religious reasons theatres were closed and 

gambling was forbidden. Christmas was banned. In 1655, Cromwell lost 

patience with Parliament and dismissed it so he could rule alone.  Cromwell 

died in 1658. Cromwell’s son, Richard, succeeded him (i.e. became the next 

leader of England) with the title “Lord Protector” from 1658-59.   

 

TASK: What evidence has each writer used to come to their opinion about 

Cromwell? Write the letters of the events in the box above the three accounts, 

to show which events might have been used by each writer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Cromwell believed in Parliamentary government, and objected to royal 

“tyranny” (ruthless, unfair rule) and in 1649, Cromwell was one of 59 

people who signed Charles I’s death warrant.   

B. Cromwell was an effective Roundhead cavalry leader in Civil War.  

C. In 1648-50, Cromwell’s armies put down fighting in Wales, Scotland, 

Yorkshire & Ireland.   

D. Cromwell crushed opposition by “Levellers” within the army.   

E. In summer 1649, Cromwell’s armies massacred Irish Catholic soldiers and 

civilians at Drogheda and Wexford in Ireland.   

F. During Cromwell’s rule, for religious reasons theatres were closed and 

gambling was forbidden.   

G. In 1655, Cromwell lost patience with Parliament and dismissed it so he 

could rule alone.   

H. Through Cromwell’s victories, he brought a period of peace and prosperity 

to England, if not Ireland.  


